Fairfield Medical Center Palliative Care and Medical-Surgical Unit
Patient and Family Assessment

Through observation of the unit and interviews with the patient and his/her family, please record a brief statement of your assessment of the following:

Assessment of the Patient
· What brings the patient to the palliative care/med-surg unit at FMC?

· Does the patient have any chronic illnesses (arthritis, diabetes, heart disease, etc.) and if so, what is their impact on his/her life?

· What does the patient perceive to be most stressful about the illness(es) and necessary care?

· What does the patient perceive to be most helpful about the experience in the palliative care/med-surg unit?

· What does the patient expect to happen next?

Assessment of the Family
· What is the family’s attitude toward the patient’s illness?

· What is the family’s physical/emotional capacity to meet the patients needs?

· What other responsibilities affect the family’s availability to care for the patient?
· What does the family consider most stressful about the illness and necessary care?

· What does the family consider the most helpful about the palliative care/med/surg unit?
· What does the family expect to happen next?

Assessment of the Medical-Surgical Unit

· What are the physician’s responsibilities on the med-surg unit?

· What are the nursing staff responsibilities on the med-surg unit?
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