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Application for Use of Ohio University MicroCT Scanner

Use of the OUµCT is limited to Ohio University researchers.
Please fill out this form and email to L. M. Witmer (witmerL@ohio.edu) 

Website: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/ou-microct/
Date of request: 

a. Name of the lead researcher (faculty). If different, the name of the individual that will be attending the scan session. 
b. Scan project title.  
c. Name of approved operator, if known. Also, if a user wants to become an approved operator, provide justification.
d. Funding source for project. Although funding is not required to use the scanner (see § Note 2 below), funding information may be used for prioritizing scanning should scheduling conflicts arise. Also, when reporting to funding agencies or the OU VP for Research, it will be useful to be able to report how many funded projects are being served by the OUµCT.
e. Scanning objective. The reason for scanning may be one or more of the following:  (a) proof of concept (i.e., determining if µCT is an appropriate research tool), (b) pilot data collection, (c) routine data collection, (d) collection of imagery to be used in presentations and/or proposals.
f. Number of scan sessions anticipated. Exact numbers are not necessary. Examples would be one, a few, many. If many sessions are anticipated, what is the time course? Also, if many sessions are anticipated, it will be necessary for the lead researcher to be trained or to designate someone to be trained as an approved operator.
g. Number of specimens/samples to be scanned.  
h. Analytical objective. What is the scientific or analytical objective? Examples include qualitative morphology, bone mineral density measurement, volume or area measurement (e.g., of fat bodies or tumors), trabecular analysis.
i. Scan protocol, if known. General scan parameters (such as slice thickness, number of slices, scan energy, etc.) are helpful. Scan protocols may be available in published papers or from colleagues. It is the user’s responsibility to research how (or even whether) µCT has been used in their field. The Panel will expect users to have done some legwork. If PDFs or hardcopies of papers with protocols are available, please send those along.
j. Post-scanning objective. CT scanning yields slices. Does the user know how to use the slice data to achieve their analytical objective (§ h above) or will they need help? It is not the responsibility of Panel members to do the analyses for users, but it may be possible to help users get started.
Note 1: Following submission of the application, the Panel head will forward the request to other Panel members for comment. There may be subsequent questions from the Panel to the user.

Note 2: Costs. At the present time, use of the scanner does not require direct funding from users. However, any expendable supplies will have to be supplied by users. Once the original manufacturers warranty expires, users (or their OU units, e.g., department, college, institute) will be expected to contribute toward the purchase of a service contract and any required repair expenses.


